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point was in advance of Hobbes. Moreover, the desire
for self-preservation is not nearly so strong as Hobbes
insists on maintaining : quite certainly it is not the
sole motive of all human activity. History records
numberless instances of many enduring every risk for
what they believed to be right. How could Hobbes
have explained the existence of warfare at all ? His
psychology really collapses with his first postulate,
which is self-contradictory. If men thought of nothing
but keeping themselves alive, it is difficult to imagine
why they were always trying to kill one another.
Surely the safest thing could have been to sit still and
do nothing. Hobbes cannot be accused of insisting
strongly on the historical nature of the contract, but his
whole conception of the nature of society is completely
mistaken, and no modern thinker would attempt to
justify either his psychological or his sociological
assumptions.
It may accordingly be asked why Hobbes achieved so
great a reputation, and why the Leviathan, apart from
the pregnancy of its style; has lived on as a classic in
political theory. The answer is that he was the „ first
great philosopher of discipline. Those who think
about political affairs and about the nature of society
fall, both intellectually and temperamentally, into two
main schools. One party believes that the most
essential elements of society for human welfare are
law and order ; the other party stresses the ultimate
value of individual liberty, seeing that if liberty does
not exist in and for individuals, it does not exist at all.
The latter are not anarchists, but they believe that in
disputed cases it is better that individual liberty should
be preserved at the risk of endangering social cohesion ;
while the former, who are not lovers of despotism,
believe that this social cohesion, based on a reverence

